
Sharing in Maundy Thursday in an Agape Meal 

This order of worship for Maundy Thursday is within the context of an Agape Meal to be eaten in homes with others 
in that home and/or in a congregation that joins together online from their homes.  

 

 

 

When Jesus shared Passover with his disciples, it was in the setting of the Passover meal, which takes place in homel. 
The washing of feet, the sharing of bread and wine, and the new commandment to love one another all happened in 
a home, in a room where Jesus drew his friends together as host, teacher, friend, and master who was there to serve 
them all. 

As we practice social distancing, we stay within our households to celebrate Maundy Thursday, but we can also be 
joined together through computer or phone, if we so desire, but are certainly connected in Spirit as we each eat, 
wash feet, pray, sing, and listen to Scripture.    

To prepare your home for the service, please do the following – 

1. Prepare a simple meal to share in your home that is fitting with your own dietary requirements and Lenten fast. A 
Mediterranean style meal is often chosen for Agape Meals, but any foods are fine as long as they are simple. 
Include a bit of bread and wine (or juice) if you are able.  

2. If you are going to join by phone or computer, set your space for your meal, with a laptop, tablet, phone, or 
internet-connected screen in the room where it can be visible to or heard by everyone during the meal.  If you are 
going to do this within your household but not online or by phone, designate people in your household to preside, 
read lessons, and carry out all the different parts of the service.   

3. Make sure your device is connected to the internet.  The link is https://zoom.us/j/869347029  or phone number is  
929-205-6099 and the meeting ID is 869 347 029.   

4. Set up what you need to wash each other’s feet. A wash basin, a pitcher with warm water, and a few towels are 
sufficient. If you wish to use a bit of soap, feel free. Set a foot-washing space in the room, just a bit away from 
the table. Be able to wash and dry hands at a  nearby sink. 

5. Set your table with your meal, and bring a Bible and a Book of Common Prayer to the table with you. If you wish, 
you may light a couple of candles.  

6. Be prepared to clear your table completely at the conclusion of the service.  

7. At the designated time for your gathering congregation, link up to your shared online service for the beginning of 
this Maundy Thursday and Agape Meal liturgy. Then take your places at your table to partake in the meal and to 
participate as you are able in the hearing of the Word, the washing of one another’s feet, the remembering of 
Jesus Christ’s sharing of himself in the first Holy Eucharist, and readying ourselves to follow Jesus to the Cross. 

https://zoom.us/j/869347029


Gather in the Lord’s Name 

Standing as people are able 

Gathering Hymn:  “Ubi Caritas”  (Where love and charity are, there is God) 

             Ubi Caritas et amor 

             Ubi Caritas, Deus ibi est 
 

Opening Bidding         The Presider says: 

Sisters and brothers, tonight we begin the Great Three Days of our Lord’s passion, death and resurrection,  
    the journey from the supper table to the cross, from the cross to Easter dawn.  
We are followers in his way, exploring his truth, encountering his life.  
This is the night when Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the hands of those who would betray him.  
This is the night when Christ gathered with his disciples in the upper room.  
This is the night when Christ our Lord gave us the holy feast, that as we break the bread and drink the cup  
    we proclaim his holy sacrifice, and come at the last to his table in heaven.  
This is the night when Christ took a towel and washed the disciples’ feet, showing us how to honor and     
    serve one another in love.  
This is the night for watching and prayer.  
We give ourselves freely to the demands of these great days,  
    confident that those who die in Christ will surely live with him.  
 
The Collect of the Day 
Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal at the Last Supper your Son established a new covenant of love for 
all his people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service.  Grant that by the power 

of your Holy Spirit these signs of our faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh 

our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-

it, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing Over the Food—all join in: 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You have blessed the earth to bring forth food to 

satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that following our Savior in 
the way of the cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrection. For yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, now and for ever. Amen 

 
Please be seated, and let us begin our Agape Meal together. 

 

The Agape Meal Begins 

 

People are seated at their tables, begin to serve each other, and begin to eat.  

After a few minutes, this excerpt from the Gospel of Matthew and this prayer are read. 

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you 
want us to prepare the Passover meal for you?” “As you go into the city,” he told them, “you will see a cer-
tain man. Tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My time has come, and I will eat the Passover meal with my disciples 
at your house.’” So the disciples did as Jesus told them and prepared the Passover meal there. 

When it was evening, Jesus sat down at the table with the Twelve. While they were eating, he said, “I tell 
you the truth, one of you will betray me.” Greatly distressed, each one asked in turn, “Am I the one, Lord?” 
He replied, “One of you who has just eaten from this bowl with me will betray me. For the Son of Man must 
die, as the Scriptures declared long ago. But how terrible it will be for the one who betrays him. It would be 
far better for that man if he had never been born!” Judas, the one who would betray him, also asked, “Rabbi, 
am I the one?” And Jesus told him, “You have said it.” 



Blessing Over The Wine 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You create the fruit of the vine;  We thank you, O 
our Father, for the holy vine of David which you have made known to us through your Son Jesus. Glory 

to you for ever and ever. Amen. 

 People who have wine at their tables take a drink of wine, and continue to eat – reserving some bread and 
 wine to share at the end of the meal.  

 After a few minutes, the Hebrew scripture is read. 

The Hebrew Scripture Exodus 12:1-14a 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth 
of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small 
for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to 
the number of people who eat of it. [Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it 
from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole as-
sembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on 
the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; 
they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or 
boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain 
until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.] This is how you shall eat it: your 
loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the 
passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judg-
ments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I 
will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout 
your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  

People continue to eat – reserving some bread and wine to share at the end of the meal. In lieu of a homily, people are 
invited to speak about one of the topics below. 
 

1) The Last Supper was a Passover meal, the Jewish celebration of God’s power that freed the Hebrew peo-
ple from slavery.  What is Jesus saying to us about suffering, freedom and power in the Last Supper?  OR 

2) Has the coronavirus experience changed your faith or understanding of suffering, church, or God?  How? 

Psalm 116:1, 10-17 

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of 
my supplication, *because he has inclined his ear to 
me whenever I called upon him. 

10 How shall I repay the Lord * 

for all the good things he has done for me? 

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  

in the presence of all his people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord *  
is the death of his servants. 

 

14 O Lord, I am your servant; * 

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  

you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  

in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the Lord’s house, *  
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 



After discussion ends or after a few minutes, the reading from the Gospel of John is read. 
The Gospel John 13:1-15 

 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and 
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had al-
ready put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God,  
 

got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not 
know now what I am doing, but later you will understand." Peter said to him, "You will never wash my 
feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my head!" Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who 
was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 

 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you 
know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am. So if 
I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set 
you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not great-
er than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you 
are blessed if you do them. 
"Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a 
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you can-
not come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one an-
other." 
 
Hymn  “Brother, Sister, Let me serve you” 
       1. Brother, sister, let me serve you; let me be as Christ to you; 

           pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too. 

 

       2. We are pilgrims on a journey, and companions on the road; 
           we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

       3. I will hold the Christlight for you in the nighttime of your fear; 

           I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

       4. I wil! weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 

           I will share your joy and sorrow, till we've seen this journey through.  
 
People in their homes move back from their tables to wash each other’s feet. Afterwards, the following anthem is said. 
 
Presider 
The Lord Jesus, after he had supped with his disciples and had washed their feet, said to them, "Do you 
know what I, your Lord and Master, have done to you? I have given you an example, that you should do as 
I have done." 
 
People  Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you; peace which the world cannot    

 give, I give to you. 
 
 



Presider        I give you a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you. 
 

People           Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you; peace which the world  

          cannot give, I give to you. 
 

Presider        By this shall the world know that you are my disciples: That you have love for one another. 
 
People wash their hands, return to their tables, and finish their meals together.  
When people have regathered at their tables, this excerpt from the Gospel of Matthew and this prayer are read.  
 

As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed it. Then he broke it in pieces and gave it to the 
disciples, saying, “Take this and eat it, for this is my body.” 

And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. He gave it to them and said, “Each of you drink 
from it, for this is my blood, which confirms the covenant between God and his people. It is poured out as a 
sacrifice to forgive the sins of many. Mark my words—I will not drink wine again until the day I drink it new 
with you in my Father’s Kingdom.”  Then they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Blessing Over The Bread 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You bring forth bread from the earth. 

We thank you, O our Father, for the life and knowledge which you make known to us through your Son 

Jesus. On this night we remember his giving of himself to us as the bread of life and cup of salvation. As 
grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your Church in every place into the 

kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.  

People share their remaining bread and the wine in their cups. 
 

Prayers of the People, Form II 
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 
 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world;  for our Bishops, Alan and Gayle; for this 
gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 
                                       Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace. 
                                        Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
                                         Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
                                          Silence 
  
 I ask your prayers for the departed.  Pray for those who have died. 
                                           Silence 
 

 I ask your thanksgivings for blessings, especially those you name out loud or in your hearts.    
                                           Silence 
   
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 
compassion upon us and all who turn to your for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we 
giver glory, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 
The Peace (bidding peace to one another online and in households):  The peace of the Lord be with you! 



Hymn:  “Go Down Moses” 

 1. When Israel was in Egypt land, Let my people go! 

     Oppressed so hard they could not stand, Let my people go! 

Refrain:  Go down Moses, Way down in Egypt land 

    Tell old Pharaoh to Let my people go! 

 

 2. The Lord told Moses what to do, Let my people go! 

     To lead the children of Israel through, Let my people go!  Refrain 

 

 3. They journeyed on at his command, Let my people go! 

     And came at length to Canaan’s land, Let my people go!  Refrain. 
 

Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 

Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will 
strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 

But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Though all become deserters 
because of you, I will never desert you.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny 
you.” And so said all the disciples. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go 
over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and 
agitated. Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with 
me.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let 
this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” Then he came to the disciples and found 
them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and 
pray that you may not come into the time of trial the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again 
he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be 
done.” Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went 
away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words.  Then he came to the disciples and said to 
them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed 
into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords 
and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, say-
ing, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” 
and kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on 
Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck 
the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; 
for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and 
he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?  But how then would the scriptures be ful-
filled, which say it must happen in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out 
with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, 
and you did not arrest me. 56 But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be ful-
filled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the el-
ders had gathered.  But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; 
and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. Now the chief priests and the 
whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they 
found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This fellow 
said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” The high priest stood up and 
said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” But Jesus was silent.  



Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, 
the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, “From now on you will see the Son of 
Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You 
have now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spat 
in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that 
struck you?” 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” 
When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was 
with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” After a little while the 
bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 
Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. 
Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he 
went out and wept bitterly. 

Cleaning of Tables 

People clear their tables completely, in silence. After some minutes in silence, during the cleaning, Psalm 22 may be re-
cited or chanted. 

Final Hymn:  “Stay With Me” 

 Stay with me.  Remain here with me.  Watch and pray.  Watch and pray.   

 

The Meal is Ended.  Go in peace.  

 

 

Psalm 22:1-10 

1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? * 
and are so far from my cry and from the words of my 
distress? 

2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not 

answer; *by night as well, but I find no rest. 

3 Yet you are the Holy One, * 
enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 

4 Our forefathers put their trust in you; * 

they trusted, and you delivered them. 

5 They cried out to you and were delivered; * 
they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 

 

6 But as for me, I am a worm and no man, * 

scorned by all and despised by the people. 

7 All who see me laugh me to scorn; * 
they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 

8 "He trusted in the Lord; let him deliver him; * 

let him rescue him, if he delights in him." 

9 Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, * 
and kept me safe upon my mother's breast. 

10 I have been entrusted to you ever since I was 

born; * you were my God when I was still in my 

mother's womb. 


